
A Guide to 2nd Grade

Teacher: Ms. Isabelle
Paraprofessional:
Room Number: 101

Welcome back to school! I am so excited for this school year and can’t wait to
see all that your scholar can achieve!

This is my fifth year teaching 2nd grade in room 101 at the Mason, so
you might have seen me around! Last year I was the crazy teacher
who started the “pink shoe day” on Fridays with her students. I love
to create special moments and traditions with my students and I
can’t wait to see what we come up with this year!

Personally, I love to stay active, travel and read lots of books. This
summer I was able to head up to New
Hampshire and hike and I loved every second of it! I
also acquired a new dog this summer. Her name is MJ
and she is now sister to my other dog Ellie. MJ is the
yellow lab standing and Ellie is
the black border collie laying in
the puppy pool! They loved
spending hot summer days
playing outside with squeaky

balls and taking long naps inside.

As an educator, I am committed to making teaching
engaging and meaningful for all students. I like to bring
the outside world to life and connect everyday things
your scholar might experience back to the classroom. For
example, we do an entire unit on insects! I love how
engaged the scholars get with every new fact they learn and hope that we can
continue this learning at home! I strive to have a relationship with each and
every parent, just as I do with your scholar. This year I am thankful that we will all
be in the building (with masks!) and know that this may be very different for
some of your students. I hope that I can answer any questions you may have,



but also promise that your child will love every second of being back with their
friends.

I am excited for this school year to begin and want to share some helpful
information for you and your scholar.

Second grade expectations:
1. Students are scholars. In our classroom, we are here to learn and grow. No

scholar is to think they are unable or incapable. We work hard, we make
mistakes, and we grow.

2. Scholars are to come to school on time. School begins at 8:20 am.
Scholars can arrive up to 10 minutes early and eat breakfast or play in the
school yard. Being late interrupts teaching and learning.

3. Scholars are expected to complete all homework assignments. Not doing
homework interferes with learning and skill reinforcement.

4. Scholars are expected to follow classroom and school rules. Not following
will lead to various consequences depending on the situation.

5. If your child is absent, there should be a note sent in or submitted through
e-mail explaining the reason. This ensures that we are able to excuse the
absence.

6. All scholars should be coming to school with a backpack. I will provide a
take home folder and this folder should be checked daily by parents or
important papers and completed work.

Some of the big things we learn:
Reading: students will continue to work on their fluency and tackle more
challenging texts as the year goes on. Students will practice their
comprehension skills, as well as, recalling details, characters, plot and main idea.

Math: students will learn to master addition and subtraction facts from 1-20 (ex:
4+5, 17-6), solve three digit addition and subtraction problems with regrouping
and renaming (ex: 368+140, 703-568), measurement (learning about customary
and metric units and measuring accurately with proper tools), geometry,
money, telling time, fractions, multiplication and division.

ELA: Each unit will start with a letter home to the parents explaining the unit as
well as the relevance. Students will study the following units: Fairy Tales and
Folktales, Early Asian Civilizations, The Ancient Greece Civilizations, Greek Myths,



The War of 1812, Cycles in Nature, Westward Expansion, Insects, The Civil War,
The Human Body, Immigration, and Fighting for a Cause.

Writing: students will write personal narratives, opinion pieces and informational
pieces. They will also practice and master using correct grammar and
punctuation when writing complete sentences.

Some things to expect in 2nd grade:

1) Homework will be given each week in the form of a packet. The packet is
due back every Friday and a new packet is given out the following
Monday. Students will not have assigned homework over the weekend
but should continue to be reading and spend time exploring their
communities.

a) Homework packets must be signed each week by a guardian or
close adult for the packet to be considered complete.

*Please note: homework will not start right away. The start date will be
posted on ClassDojo.

2) Students should be reading at least one book a night (or reading for 20
minutes) and should record their book(s) on their homework logs.

3) Students are welcome to bring a personal water bottle to school to keep
in their cubbies. To avoid confusion, please write their name on the bottle!

4) We will do all of our communicating on Classdojo. If you do not have an
account, please make one and add our class! If you need me to send
you an invite, please let me know.

Support at Home:
Reading Support: Please encourage students to read every night at home- it is
one of the most important parts of their homework each night.  Reading or
listening to a book can happen in-person or online. There are hundreds of free
online book sites and YouTube has some really great read alouds now. Have
your scholar read or listen to/with you, a sibling, a family member, or even to a



stuffed animal. Ask them about the book they finished to assess comprehension.
If you need help finding books that are appropriate for your child’s oral or
comprehension reading level, please let me know.

Helpful questions to ask after your scholar finishes a book:
1. Who were the main characters?
2. Was there a problem in the book? How was it solved?
3. What genre was the book? (fiction vs. nonfiction)
4. What was the setting?/Where did the book take place?
5. Who was your favorite character? Why were they your favorite?
6. Did this book remind you of anything that has happened in your

life? What?
7. Would you recommend this book to anyone? Who and why would

you have them read this book?
8. Was there more than one problem in this book? Can you tell me

about them?
9. What happened in the beginning, the middle, and the end?
10. Do you have any questions for the author? (Have the students write

them down and bring them in with the book!)

Math Support: Students are expected to be fluent in their addition and
subtraction facts. Something you can do to help progress your scholars
problem-solving math abilities is to use flashcards and provide real-life math
problems. Have your scholars count your change at a store or determine how
much money is needed for two or more items they may want at Target.

I am really looking forward to working together this year. Please do not hesitate
to reach out with questions, concerns or just to connect. I am here to support in
any way that I can. I look forward to meeting with you soon if we haven’t
already. Please make sure you are a part of our classroom on Class Dojo!

Sincerely,
Brianna Isabelle

Email: bisabelle@bostonpublicschools.org
Google phone number: 781-613-0973

*If you are using the phone number please be aware that I cannot text or answer calls during
the teaching day (8:30-2:20). If there is an emergency, please call the office.
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